Regular City Council Meeting

City Hall, Cherokee, Iowa

November 24, 2015 – 7:00 P.M.

A regular meeting was called to order on this date by Mayor Murphy.  Present:  Council members Johnson, Brown, Miller, Pingel, Peck, Administrator Eikmeier, Clerk-Treasurer Taylor.  Absent:  City Attorney Herbold.

Dan Morrow, 409 S. 8th St., was present during the public forum.  He is concerned about the long-term campers at Spring Lake Park taking camping spaces away from recreational campers.  He said with a break on the rates for staying a month or longer, construction workers have been bringing in campers rather than staying in motels.  With the pipeline and wind towers coming into the area, this will most likely bring more construction campers.  The policy will be reviewed.

At 7:04 p.m., Mayor Murphy opened a public hearing on the authorization of a loan agreement and the issuance of not to exceed $800,000 General Obligation Capital Loan Notes to provide funds to pay the costs of the opening, widening, extending, grading, and draining of the right-of-way of streets, highways, avenues, alleys and public grounds; the construction, reconstruction, and repairing of any street improvements; the acquisition, installation, and repair of sidewalks, storm sewers, sanitary sewers, water service lines, street lighting, and traffic control devices; and the acquisition of any real estate needed for any of the foregoing purposes; but more specifically for the N. Roosevelt Improvement Project and other streets as per council direction.  Interest rates will range from approximately .5% to 2.7% over the 10-year term of the notes.  As there were no oral or written comments, the Mayor closed the hearing at 7:10 p.m.

On a motion by Pingel, seconded by Miller, the council adopted Resolution No. 15-24, a resolution instituting proceedings to take additional action for the issuance of not to exceed $800,000 G.O. Capital Loan Notes.  Roll call was:  AYES: All.  NAYS: None.

A motion by Brown, seconded by Pingel, adopted Resolution No. 15-25, a resolution approving the preliminary official statement for not to exceed $800,000 G.O. Capital Loan Notes, Series 2015.  Roll 

call was:  AYES: All.  NAYS: None.

At 7:11 p.m., Mayor Murphy opened a public hearing on a proposed ordinance establishing regulations pertaining to wind turbines.  Administrator Eikmeier summarized the ordinance that includes commercial wind energy systems (not permitted in the corporate limits), dispersed wind energy systems, and small wind energy systems.  A wind energy system would only be allowed as an accessory use to a permitted principal use and shall require a special permit approved by the Planning & Zoning Commission and the City Council.  As there were no oral or written comments, the Mayor closed the hearing at 7:14 p.m.

On a motion by Peck, seconded by Pingel, the council approved the first presentation of an ordinance adding a new section entitled “Wind Turbines” establishing regulations pertaining to wind turbines.  Roll call was:  AYES: All.  NAYS: None.

In discussion of the final reading of an ordinance amending provisions pertaining to all-terrain and off-road utility vehicles, Council member Brown questioned the wording under the item pertaining to permits.  As worded, “each individual operator of an ATV or ORV is required to have a permit”.  He understood that a permit would only be required for each vehicle.  This will be drafted into the ordinance and brought back for final approval at the December 8th meeting.  

On a motion by Pingel, seconded by Miller, the council adopted Resolution No. 15-26, a resolution setting fees at $25.00 per year for all-terrain and off-road utility vehicles that will be operated upon city streets, subject to final approval of the ordinance regulating ATVs and ORVs.  Roll call was:  AYES: All.  NAYS: None.

A motion by Brown, seconded by Johnson, unanimously approved the following under “Consent Business”.

City council minutes of November 10th.

Reviewed Planning & Zoning Commission minutes of November 17th.

Renewal of Class “C” liquor license – Monterrey Mexican Restaurant.

Renewal of Class “C” beer permit – Cherokee Country Store.

Administrator Eikmeier reported that Sam Kooiker would begin his duties next Tuesday.  He will visit with department heads, Mayor, and council the first few days and the following week he will be introduced to consultants, engineers, bond personnel, etc.  

Armond Rider reported that snow removal went well last week and there were no mechanical breakdowns.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

News media – Ken Ross, Chronicle Times.








Mark Murphy – Mayor 
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Debra Taylor
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