
City Council Meeting 

City Hall, Cherokee, Iowa 

        March 8, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

A regular meeting was called to order on this date by Mayor Pro Tem Pingel.  Present:  Council 
members Agnitsch, Brown, Johnson, Miller, City Attorney Herbold, City Administrator Kooiker 
and City Clerk-Treasurer Cargin.  Absent was Mayor Murphy. 
 

Public Hearing on 2016-2017 Budget. 

On a motion by Johnson, seconded by Brown, the Mayor opened the public hearing on the 2016-
17 budget at 7:00 p.m.  As there were no oral or written comments, Miller made a motion, 
seconded by Johnson, to close the public hearing at 7:01.  Roll call was:  AYES:  All.  NAYS:  
None. 
 

Resolution Adopting Budget and Certification of Taxes. 

On a motion by Brown, seconded by Agnitsch, the council adopted Resolution #16-06, 
approving the adoption of the FY2016-2017 budget with a levy rate of $16.14828 per thousand 
dollars of valuation.   Roll call was:  AYES:  All.  NAYS:  None. 
 

Resolution Approving Contract for FEMA Historic Survey. 
After soliciting and reviewing proposals, the Historic Preservation Commission recommends the 
award of a contract in the amount of $18,795 for the Reconnaissance Level Historic and 
Architectural Survey to Marlys Svendsen d/b/a Svendsen-Tyler Inc.  This survey is required by 
FEMA as part of the compliance requirements triggered when the City removed two homes 
designated as having historic value from the flood plain as part of the city’s flood mitigation 
efforts.  Contract funding will be provided by FEMA and CDBG.  Brown made a motion to 
adopt Resolution 16-07, awarding the contract to Marlys Svendsen.  The motion was seconded 
by Johnson.  Roll call was:  AYES:  All. NAYS:  None. 
 
Resolution Terminating the Schoon Industrial Park Urban Renewal Plan. 
In 1997 the city formed the Industrial Park Urban Renewal Area, also known as the Schoon 
URA.  It is recommended to terminate this URA, since there are no encumbrances, debts or 
payments outstanding.  Brown made a motion to adopt Resolution 16-08, terminating the Schoon 
Urban Renewal Plan and ending the Schoon Industrial Park Urban Renewal Area, seconded by 
Miller.  Roll call was:  AYES:  All.  NAYS:  None. 
 

Ordinance Repealing Schoon TIF and Urban Renewal Area. 

Ordinance 620 repealing Ordinance 367 which provided for the division of taxes levied on 
taxable property in the Schoon Industrial Park Urban Renewal Area was introduced to the 
council by Administrator Kooiker.  This TIF area is set to expire in 2017, but it is advisable to 
repeal the ordinance now in order to clear this old TIF off the books. On a motion by Miller, 
seconded by Agnitsch, the council passed the 1st reading of Ordinance 620, repealing Ordinance 
367, passed in 1997.  Roll call was:  AYES:  All.  NAYS:  None. 
 

 

 



Consent Business. 

Brown made a motion, seconded by Johnson, to remove Item 4.03 Approve Bills from the 
Consent Agenda for separate consideration.  All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
On a motion by Agnitsch, seconded by Miller, the council unanimously approved the following 
under “Consent Business.” 
City Council minutes of February 23, 2016. 
Reviewed February Clerk/Treasurer’s Report and receipts as follows:  General $61,917.53; 
Police Forfeiture $414.07; County Library $2.45; Road Use $56,729.97; Employee Benefits 
$3,906.08; Emergency $127.35; Local Option Sales Tax $45,992.64; Hotel/Motel Tax $51.83; 
Tax Increment Financing $29.77; Revolving Loan $535.84; Library Memorial $356.75; Park & 
Rec Capital Improvment $10.26; Debt Service $1,416.83; Road Use Equipment $8,445.62; 
Emergency Set-Aside $10.64; Oak Hill Perpetual Care $60.30; Water Utility-City $47,185.50; 
Water Utility-Industrial $64.81; Water System Maintenance $8,862.92; Sewer Utility-City 
$78,895.20; Sewer Utility-Industrial $42.99; Sewer Fac. Bond & Interest $29,959.17; Sewer 
System Maintenance $5,750.00; Aviation Authority $70.79; Solid Waste $24,858.24; Landfill 
$30,676.63; Storm Sewer Utility $6,645.27; Self Insurance $41.88; Police Dept. Special Acct. 
$.97 
Reviewed February Police Report 
Reviewed Library Board minutes of February 5, 2016. 
Bills totaling $128,586,51    
(with the exclusion of a bill from Champion Electric in the amount of $4,287.39, resulting from 
an motor vehicle accident necessitating repairs to a traffic light signal at Lake St. and Hwy. 59.  
This item will be continued to the March 22, 2016 meeting.)   

 

 

ALLIANT ENERGY   UTILITY SERVICES   $431.82 
ALLIED 100    AED ELECTRODE PADS  $180.99 
ARMOND RIDER   CELL PHONE REIMBURSE $50.00 
ATIRA MASTERCARD  OFFICE SUPPLIES, ADVER. $714.98 
BARCO    PAINT SPRAYER   $60.51 
BIERSCHBACH   VENTILATION BLOWER  $424.00 
BLAINE'S CULLIGAN  WATER, SOFTNER SALT  $183.72 
BOMGAARS    OPERATING  SUPPLIES  $583.95 
BUGH WELDING   LOCKING COVER   $206.75 
CAEDC  3RD QTR. CONT.  

BANQUET TICKETS  $2,800.75 
CHAMPION ELECTRIC  REPAIRS    $3,957.15 
CHEROKEE CO, SOLID WASTE LANDFILL CHARGES  $32,529.81 
CHEROKEE FIRE DEPT.  VOLUNTEER PAYROLL  $260.00 
CHEROKEE LUMBER  ROSEN PAPER   $13.99 
CHEROKEE STATE BANK  NIELSEN ACCT. CLOSED  $22.61 
CHRONICLE TIMES   PUBLICATION COSTS  $1,277.25 
CML     PHONE & INTERNET  $195.66 
COUNSEL    COPIER LEASE/COPIES  $194.15 
COUNTRY TIRE   REPAIR TIRE   $35.53 



DPC INDUSTIRES   CHLORINE    $432.50 
DUANE MUMMERT  CELL PHONE REIMBURSE. $35.00 
EVERTEK    INTERNET    $38.25 
FOUNDATION ANALY. LAB WATER TESTING   $1,466.00 
GREGG COMPUTER  COMPUTER REPAIRS  $581.33 
HACH TESTING    SUPPLIES & MACHINE  $4,345.14 
HALLETT MATERIALS  ICE CONTROL SAND, GRAVEL $1,267.30 
HY-VEE FOOD STORE  SUPPLIES    $49.25 
ICON     AIR FILTER FOR PAYLOADER $86.47 
INDURON PROTECTIVE   PAINT FOR PUMP ROOM  $975.00 
IPERS     UNDERPAYMENT FOR 1/16 $57.72 
JOHN MEIS    REVIEW STP APPLICATION $135.00 
KNIFE RIVER   COLD PATCH ASPHALT  $846.45 
LUNDERS CONST.   WATER DEPOSIT REFUND $82.53 
MID AMERICAN ENERGY  UTILITY SERVICES   $296.49 
MODERN HEATING   REPAIR FURNACE, HEAT PUMP $2,604.91 
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY  WATER METERS, CLAMPS $4,126.86 
NATE JAMES   MARCH CELL PHONE REIMB. $50.00 
NEW TO YOU   CDBG STOREFRONT GRANT  

REIMBURSEMENT   $500.00 
NORTHWEST COMM.  INTERNET    $44.95 
OFFICE OF VEHICLE SERVICES SALVAGE AUTO CERT.  $60.00 
ONE OFFICE SOLUTIONS  OFFICE SUPPLIES   $145.23 
PEOPLE SERVICES   MARCH SERVICE   $4,700.00 
PETERSON MANUFACTURING BENCH    $474.00 
RDG PLANNING & DESIGN CDBG STOREFRONT GRANT $11,833.91 
REHAB SYSTEMS   CLEAN SEWER LINE  $500.00 
SAM KOOIKER   MARCH CELL PHONE REIMB. $50.00 
SANITARY SERVICES   GARBAGE PICK UP  $24,844.35 
SCHOON CONSTRUCTION SNOW REMOVAL, LEAK  $7,620.00 
STANARD & ASSOCIATES TEST BOOK    $47.00 
THREE RIVERS BENEFIT  ADMIN. FEE    $404.00 
TODD LARSEN   MARCH CELL PHONE REIMB. $35.00 
TODD MILLER    MARCH CELL PHONE REIMB. $35.00 
TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA FEB. SALES TAX   $3,449.59 
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA  UPDATE SITE INV. FORMS $3,484.99 
US BANK EQUIPMENT FIN. COPY MACHINE LEASE  $89.94 
UPS     SHIPPING    $18.81 
USPS     POSTAGE-UTILITY BILLS  $329.81 
US CELLULAR   CELL PHONE     $228.33 
VALLEY VET   K-9 CHECK UP   $113.66 
VERIZON WIRELESS  CELL PHONE     $40.01 
WEX     FUEL     $1,396.82 
WIESE OIL    DIESEL FUEL   $453.00 
WINDSTREAM    TELEPHONE & INTERNET  $863.04 
YOUR FLEET CARD PROGRAM DIESEL FUEL   $36.23 



ZEE MEDICAL   MEDICAL SUPPLIES  $71.05 
  
 
ALLIANT ENERGY   GAS     $860.92 
CHAMPION ELECTRIC  LIGHT FIXTURE REPAIR  $1,150.23 
CHEROKEE PUB. LIB. FOUND. TRANSFER OF FUNDS  $475.00 
CONTROL SYSTEMS  BOILER REPAIR   $680.75 
COUNSEL    COPIER LEASE   $120.02 
COUNTRY LIVING   SUBSCRIPTION   $25.68 
FAMILY FUN   SUBSCRIPTION   $19.95 
LISA LAIRD    PROGRAM FEE   $250.00 
NOHAVA ROOFING  ROOF INSPECTION   $280.00 
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION  TONER    $407.78 
PETTY CASH   SUPPLIES, PAPERS   $149.28 
REDBOOK    SUBSCRIPTION   $25.68 
S&S WORLDWIDE    SUPPLIES    $107.83 
STEVE'S WINDOW SERVICE  WINDOW CLEANING  $90.00 
SYNCHRONY BANK/AMAZON BOOKS & DVDS   $314.22 
WINDSTREAM   TELEPHONE & INTERNET  $143.51 
WOMAN'S DAY   SUBSCRIPTION   $17.12 
 
Administration Plan for Downtown Façade Program. 
Iowa Economic Development Authority requires an Administration Plan from all recipients 
awarded a CDBG Downtown Revitalization Grant.  There are currently sixteen downtown 
buildings involved in this project.  It is expected that the council will authorize soliciting bids in 
April with bid opening in May.  This Administration Plan designates responsibilities and duties 
to the involved entities, the City of Cherokee; Simmering-Cory, Inc., grant administrator; RDG 
Planning & Design, architect; property owners; and the general contractor (yet to be determined).  
City Administrator Sam Kooiker will act as Project Manager.  Miller made a motion, seconded 
by Brown, adopting the Administration Plan.  Roll call was:  AYES:  All. NAYES:  None. 
 

Annual Liability Insurance Update. 

Justin Mohning, agent with Central Insurance/ICAP, updated the council on the annual renewal  
of the city’s current policy with ICAP.  Raising deductibles on property coverage may result in 
some savings.  Justin advised that one mass event will trigger one deductible, not one deductible 
per building.  He does not advise raising deductibles on motor vehicle coverage based on the 
city’s claims history.  Justin met with the council a year ago and agreed to a list of deliverables to 
be achieved over the past year, which were passed out to the council.  He stated he had met 
regularly with former City Administrator Eikmeier over the past year but had neglected to meet 
with the council after his reviews with Eikmeier to bring them up to date as well.  He is working 
to implement a spreadsheet inventory of insured buildings, vehicles and items specific to each 
department rather than grouping them together as a whole. 
 
Chad stated that a year ago a plan of action was implemented between Central Insurance and the 
city in order to improve the agent’s service and communication with the city.  He doesn’t see any 
evidence that this plan has been adhered to.  Justin replied that he had brought along a hard copy 



of each review that he had with the previous administrator.  He thought this information had 
been coming back to the council.   
 
Terri Brown and Matt Susimel of Bixenman Insurance then addressed the council.  Bixenman is 
also an agent for ICAP (Iowa Communities Assurance Pool) and would like to have the 
opportunity to present a proposal for coverage.  Bixenman Insurance is the agent for Cherokee 
County.  Gary Lundquist, County Supervisor, was present and said that the county is very 
pleased with the service provided to them by Bixenman Agency.  Sheryl Leonard of AgCom 
Insurance stated that they are also an agent for ICAP and would like to offer a proposal as well.  
It was the consensus of all the agents present that the city should retain coverage through ICAP, 
which is Administrator Kooiker’s recommendation as well. 
 
Sam reviewed several options with the council.  The first option would be to approve renewal of 
our present coverage with ICAP and retain Central Insurance as agent of record for the time 
period April 1, 2016, to April 1, 2017.  Second option would be to retain ICAP coverage but 
solicit proposals for a new agent of record.  Committing to continue coverage with ICAP does 
not lock the city into a premium or an agent of record at this time.  Wayne believes it would be 
advantageous for the city to solicit proposals for all local agents of ICAP.  Brown made a motion 
to solicit proposals from local agents representing ICAP, with proposals to be submitted by 
March 17, 2016, and all proposals to include the stipulation that an audit of all insurables will be 
completed within sixty days of contract award date.  Roll call was: 
AYES:  All.  NAYES:  None. 
 

Executive Session. 

At 7:55 p.m. a motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Agnitsch, to go into executive session 
for Litigation Strategy (pursuant to Iowa Code Section 21.5 (1)(c).  Roll call was:  AYES:  All.  
NAYES:  None. 
 
At 8:40 p.m. a motion was made by Agnitsch, seconded by Brown, to return to open session.  
Roll call was:  AYES:  All. NAYES:  None. 
 
No action was taken as a result of executive session. 
 

Adjournment. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
News media – Ken Ross, Chronicle Times 
 

      ____________________________________ 
      Wayne Pingel, Mayor Pro-Tem 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
City Clerk-Treasurer 


