Regular City Council Meeting

City Hall, Cherokee, Iowa

February 9, 2016 – 7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting was called to order on this date by Mayor Murphy.  Present:  Council members Agnitsch, Brown, Johnson, Miller, Pingel, City Attorney Herbold, City Administrator Kooiker and City Clerk-Treasurer Cargin.

Public Forum
Jim Johnson, 206 Euclid, addressed the council about sidewalks along property that the City has acquired through the FEMA buyout not being cleared of snow and ice.  This is a real hazard to those trying to walk on these stretches of sidewalk, including postal employees.  Since property owners have to have their sidewalks cleared within 24 hours of accumulating snowfall, why is the city not clearing the sidewalks of the property they own?  Administrator Kooiker invited Mr. Johnson to visit with him to discuss this in more detail.
Consent Business

On a motion by Brown, seconded by Miller, the council unanimously approved the following under “Consent Business.”  

City Council minutes of January 26, 2016.
Bills totaling:  $94,601.94
	AHLERS & COONEY

	LEGAL SERVICE

	$8,312.35


	AL'S CORNER OIL CO.

	DIESEL FUEL

	$21.80


	ALEXIA GERDES

	VOLLEYBALL REF

	$40.00


	ALLIANT ENERGY

	UTILITY SERVICES

	$1,685.20


	ARAMARK

	RAGS/RUGS/MOP

	$47.57


	ARMOND RIDER

	2/16 CELL PHONE REIMBURSEMENT

	$50.00


	BLAINE'S CULLIGAN

	WATER

	$22.00


	BOMGAARS

	OPERATING SUPPLIES

	$395.14


	CARROLL DISTRIBUTING

	ANCHORS

	$46.50


	CHAMPION ELECTRIC

	LIGHT BULBS & REPAIRS

	$617.29


	CHEROKEE COUNTY RECORDER

	RECORDING FEE

	$5.00


	CHEROKEE COUNTY SOLID WASTE

	2/16 CHARGES

	$29,688.51


	CHEROKEE COUNTY WORK SERVICES

	TOWELS 

	$5.85


	CHEROKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

	VOLUNTEER FIREMAN PAYROLL

	$895.00


	CHEROKEE POLICE DEPARTMENT

	CONFIDENTIAL FUNDS

	$1,500.00


	CHEROKEE STATE BANK

	NSF CHECK-D.ZANFES

	$90.38


	CHEROKEE LUMBER

	SCREW GUIDE

	$7.59


	CHRONICLE TIMES

	PARK MAINTENANCE AD

	$110.25


	CML TELEPHONE

	PHONE & INTERNET

	$196.55


	COUNSEL

	COPIER LEASE/COPIES

	$349.25


	CRESCENT ELECTRIC

	BREAKER

	$41.02


	DAX JOHANNSEN

	VOLLEYBALL REF

	$100.00


	DUANE MUMMERT

	2/16 CELL PHONE REIMBURSEMENT

	$35.00


	ELIZABETH HERRERA

	VOLLEYBALL REF

	$60.00


	EVERTEK

	INTERNET

	$38.25


	FELD FIRE

	PARTS & SUPPLIES

	$578.50


	HY-VEE FOOD STORE

	SUPPLIES

	$21.58


	JANITOR'S CLOSET

	SUPPLIES

	$497.97


	JASMINE RAMIREZ

	VOLLEYBALL REF

	$60.00


	KMART

	SUPPLIES

	$3.49


	KIMMIES COUNTRY STORE

	FUEL

	$949.68


	LINDSAY WILLIAMS

	VOLLEYBALL REF

	$110.00


	LUNDELL CONSTRUCTION

	GRAVE DIGGING

	$517.50


	MACKENZIE BALLOU

	VOLLEYBALL REF

	$30.00


	MAYNARD STEWARD

	RELOCATION ASSISTANCE

	$4,554.55


	MID AMERICAN ENERGY

	UTILITY SERVICES

	$479.01


	MODERN HEATING & COOLING

	GRAB BAR

	$46.00


	NATE JAMES

	2/16 CELL PHONE REIMBURSEMENT

	$50.00


	NORTHWEST COMMUNICATIONS

	INTERNET

	$191.31


	ONE OFFICE SOLUTIONS

	OFFICE SUPPLIES

	$559.08


	PAITYN HAGBERG

	VOLLEYBALL REF

	$60.00


	PITNEY BOWES

	POSTAGE

	$559.84


	REINERT MACHINE SHOP

	CUTTING EDGE, REPAIRS

	$291.10


	SAM KOOIKER

	2/16 CELL PHONE 

	$50.00


	SANITARY SERVICES

	1/16 GARBAGE PICK UP

	$24,911.10


	SIOUX SALES

	BOOTS FOR Z. SMITH

	$159.95


	THREE RIVERS BENEFIT

	CLAIMS THROUGH 2/5/16, 2/16 ADMIN FEE

	$664.50


	TODD LARSEN

	2/16 CELL PHONE REIMBURSEMENT

	$35.00


	TODD MILLER 

	2/16 CELL PHONE, 2 CLASSES

	$270.00


	TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA

	SALES TAX

	$3,291.00


	TYLER EBEL

	VOLLEYBALL REF

	$60.00


	U. S. CELLULAR

	CELL PHONE  

	$228.33


	UNITYPOINT CLINIC

	2016 DATA MEMBERSHIP

	$50.00


	US BANK EQUIPMENT FINANCE

	COPY MACHINE LEASE

	$98.93


	USPS

	UTILITY BILL POSTAGE

	$329.88


	VERIZON WIRELESS

	CELL PHONE  

	$65.01


	WITTGRAF LAW FIRM

	1/16 LEGAL FEES

	$4,712.50


	WOODALL, JERRY & KATHY

	UTILITY BILL CREDIT

	$110.10


			
	LIBRARY BOARD

		
	ALLIANT ENERGY

	GAS

	$936.67


	BAKER & TAYLOR

	BOOKS, SUPPLIES

	$321.66


	BLAINES CULLIGAN

	SALT & FILTER

	$165.12


	CHEROKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

	TRANSFER

	$650.00


	COUNSEL

	COPIER LEASE & SERVICE

	$106.93


	FAREWAY

	SUPPLIES

	$130.07


	GREGG COMPUTER

	COMPUTER SERVICE

	$220.00


	IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

	ILA DUES

	$160.00


	JUDY GRIENKE-MILLER

	SUBSCRIPTION

	$57.60


	MID AMERICAN

	ELECTRICITY

	$680.96


	MITINET

	SUBSCRIPTION

	$219.00


	ONE OFFICE SOLUTIONS

	SUPPLIES

	$728.47


	ORIENTAL TRADING

	SUMMER READING SUPPLIES

	$113.94


	PETTY CASH

	DVDS, POSTAGE, NEWSPAPERS

	$152.38


	SCHOLASTIC INC.

	BOOKS FOR BABY BAGS

	$796.00


	STEVE'S WINDOW SERVICE

	WINDOW CLEANING

	$90.00


	UPSTART

	SUMMER READING SUPPLIES

	$116.73



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Acknowledgement of Appreciation
Mayor Murphy presented a plaque to former Fire Chief Gary Chase, acknowledging his years of service to the City and expressing appreciation on behalf of the City Council and the entire community.  Gary thanked the Mayor for this recognition.

Authorize Curb Cut at 207 S. 5th St.
A request for a 24’ curb cut to accommodate a 16’ garage door in the frontage of 207 S. 5th St. has been made by Jeff Nelson.  The curb cut authorization by the council is necessary since it will result in the loss of two parking spaces along the street.  Armond Rider, Public Works Director, has reviewed the request and does not feel the decrease in parking spaces will result in any hardship.  He has discussed the request with the owners of the adjacent property (KCHE Radio) and they have no objection.  On a motion by Councilman Miller, seconded by Brown, the council authorized the 24’ curb cut.
Parallel Parking at I.C. Church

Fr. Dan Guenther on behalf of Immaculate Conception Parish requested authorization to paint and re-paint parallel parking lines in the street on the 700 block of W. Cedar, with the following stipulations:  that the parking will remain general use parallel public parking, the city will not be responsible for re-painting the lines, and the size of the spaces and paint used shall meet city specification.  Councilman Brown made a motion authorizing the painting of parallel parking lines with the above stipulations, seconded by Johnson.  Motion carried.
Labor Agreement – Cherokee Police Assn.

The City recently completed labor negotiations with the Cherokee Police Association and a two-year contract proposal was submitted to the council for approval.  The agreement provides for a 2% wage increase on July 1 of each of the two years, an increase in Sergeant pay and a provision allowing the carry-over of more than 80 hours of vacation contingent upon recommendation of Chief of Police and approval in writing by the City Administrator.  If the number of vacation hours to be carried-over exceeds 120 hours, the rollover must be approved by the City Council.  On a motion by Councilperson Brown, seconded by Pingel, the council approved the Cherokee Police Association Labor Agreement for the period July 1, 2016, through June 30, 2018.  
	
	

	Appointment of Designee for Building Inspection
Councilman Pingel made a motion, seconded by Johnson, authorizing Public Works Director Armond Rider as the designated enforcement officer pursuant to City Code Section 145.01 for the purpose of coordinating an inspection of the old Wilson School building at 100 E. Willow Street.  Motion carried.
Authorization of SRTP Application 
Armond Rider explained that the application to be submitted is the same as what was submitted last year but was not funded.  The project is the resurfacing of 5th St. from W. Elm to S. 6th S.  Councilperson Miller moved to submit the SRTP grant application, seconded by Agnitsch.  Motion carried.
Award of Demolition Contract – FEMA Buyout

Administrator Kooiker advised that only one bid was received for the demolition of two recently acquired properties located at 321 N. 1st St. and 233 E. Willow St. through the FEMA Flood Buyout Program.  Schoon Construction & Excavating submitted a bid totaling $16,275.00, which included $8,650.00 for demolition of 321 N. 1st St. and $7,625.00 for demolition of 233 E. Willow St.  Councilman Brown made a motion, seconded by Pingel, awarding the contract in the amount of $16,275.00 to Schoon Construction.  Motion carried.
Downtown Façade Project
Jim Adamson of the Cherokee Historical Preservation Society gave an update on the status of the downtown façade program.  Property owners have been notified that the project architects will be in town soon to meet with them and they should set up appointments.  This will be a good opportunity for the property owners to get information from the architects as well as from the grant administrators.  He reported that there are now sixteen property owners participating in the project.

Authorize Creating Full-Time Position in City Hall
Do to the resignation of the part-time administrative assistant in City Hall, Clerk Cargin requested that the council consider changing this position to full-time status.  She explained that up until about ten years ago the position to be filled was full-time, but due to budget constraints at that time and a vacancy in the recreation department, the full-time City Hall employee agreed to divide her duties and time between city hall and the recreation office.  This worked primarily because when she was needed to work full days at City Hall to cover for absences and as needed to complete necessary duties, she was able to do so and then did not work those afternoons at the recreation office.  Upon the retirement of that full-time employee last year, her duties were split between two part-time positions, one at City Hall and one in the Recreation Department, filled by two different individuals.  That reduction of hours at City Hall has not worked well as it is difficult to find a part-time person to work five mornings a week and also be willing and able to fill in as needed in the afternoons and for vacations and sick days.  The increasing work load in City Hall justifies changing this position back to full-time. Councilman Miller made a motion, seconded by Brown, authorizing the City Clerk to advertise to fill a vacancy for a full-time administrative position in City Hall.  Motion carried.

Reports
The Council reviewed the following reports.

1. Minutes of the January 13 and February 3, 2016, Trails Committee meeting.
2. January Police Report.
3. January Clerk Treasurer’s report and receipts as follows: General - $41,151.46; Police Forfeiture - $219.50; County Library - $1.43; Road Use - $49,083.12; Employee Benefits - $6433.78; Emergency- $326.58; LOST - $45,767.59; Hotel/Motel Tax - $27.19; TIF - $15.62; Revolving Loan - $518.75; Library Memorial - $3,207.46; Park & Rec Capital Improvement - $5.38; Debt Service - $3914.96; CDBG Storefront Project - $0; Flood Buyout Program - $83,200; Emergency Set-Aside - $5.69; Oak Hill Perpetual Care - $181.62; Water Utility, City - $46,540.78; Water Utility, Industrial - $34.00; Water System Maintenance - $8,976.91; Sewer Utility, City - $85,925.49; Sewer Utility, Industrial - $22.55; Sewer Fac. Bond & Interest - $29,959.17; Sewer System Maintenance - $5,750.00; Aviation Authority - $181.45; Solid Waste - $24,908.12; Landfill - $30,492.54; Storm Sewer Utility - $6,680.93; Self Insurance - $21.97; Police Dept. Special Acct. $1,500
4. Administrator’s Report – The Street Department did a great job of handling the recent snow event.  The Assistant Park Superintendent position has been filled.  Chamber of Commerce Coffee will be held at City Hall on Friday, Feb. 19.  All are invited to attend!
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

News media – Ken Ross, Chronicle Times
                                                                          _________________________________

                                                                          Mark Murphy, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________

City Clerk-Treasurer

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


